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HAPPY RATH YATRA

Stage set for Puri Ratha Yatra festival
Puri, June 30 (UNI) The

stage is set for the annual

Rath Yatra of Lord

Jagannath, His elder brother

Lord Balabhadra and sister

devi Subhadra scheduled to

begin on Friday.  Lord

Jagannath along with His

siblings and accompanied by

Sudarshan, Madanmohan

and Ramakrishna will embark

on a nine-day sojourn to

Gundicha temple riding three

separate chariots along a

three-km long route.  Many

writers describe the

Gundicha temple as His

aunt's house. However,

noted research scholar

Dr.Surendra Mishra, citing a

number of old scriptures

says the journey of the Lord

Jagannath is from Ratna Vedi

to Yajna Vedi where the Lord

manifested.  After Pujapanda

servitors handed over

Ajnamallyas to the

Biswakarmas of three chari-

ots on Thursday police per-

sonnel and some devotees

pulled the three chariots. —

Nandighosh first followed

by Darpdalan and then

Taladhwaj from the con-

struction yard and parked

them facing the east in front

of the Simhadwar.  The three

chariots are almost complete.

On Friday servitors will fix

Kanak mundi to each chariot

and then lord Hanuman will

be placed on it before the

Chakra and the flag is fash-

ioned to the mast.  Srimandir

purohit will organise a homa

(offerings made directly to

the fire) on Friday to conse-

crate the three chariots and

parswa debatas (guarding

deities) nine in each chariots

before the Lord takes a seat

on the chariot.

 A special set of servitors will

fix ladders to each chariot to

facilitate the Pahandi of dei-

ties.  Inside the Srimandir

Daita servitors, soon after

the public viewing closed at

about 5 PM on Thursday,

dressed up the deities in ap-

propriate travel clothes.

They also fixed Chhena patta

and Bahuta Kanta (kind of

body armors) to Trinity be-

fore Pahandi begins.  The

festival will begin on Friday

morning with priests per-

forming Mangal arati at 6

AM ,Mailum, Tadap lagi,

Abakash, Surya pooja,

Dwarpal puja and

Rosahoma. Thereafter dei-

ties will be offered Sakal

dhupa. After performing

Mangalarpan Daita servitors

will escort the deities in

Pahandi procession to their

respective chariots. The pro-

cession which is scheduled

to begin by 8 AM is expected

to be completed by 11.30 PM.

Gajapati Dibyasingh Deb

will perform Chherapahanra

service. It will begin by 2.30

PM and be over by 3.30 PM

. Thereafter ascribed

wooden horses will be fixed

to three chariots and ladders

will be dismantled. As per the

Srimandir schedule pulling is

to begin by 4 PM.

 The administration is hope-

ful that things may be ad-

vanced as everything is run-

ning ahead of the scheduled

time.  As many as 180 pla-

toons of police besides one

thousand experienced offic-

ers, Rapid Action Force, and

quick response team are be-

ing deployed for the safe

and smooth conduct of the

fete.  Over fifty CCTV cam-

eras are installed along the

Badadanda to monitor the

crowd movement ...       ( P-2)

Manipur landslide:

PM assures all

support
 New Delhi, June

30 (UNI) Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi on Thurs-

day spoke to

Manipur  Chief

Minister N Biren

Singh and offered

all support after a

major  landsl ide

claimed several

l ives  in  Noney

district.

 Modi  tweeted:

"Spoke to Manipur

CM and reviewed

the situation due to

a tragic landslide.

Assured all pos-

sible support from

the Centre.  "I pray

for the safety of all

those  affected.

My thoughts are

with the bereaved

families.
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From (P-1)
Stage set for Puri Ratha...........

from the integrated control room.  A comprehensive traf-

fic mobility plan is to be implemented. An ambulance

corridor alongside the Badadanda will be created. About

five hundred lifeguards are deployed along the Puri beach

for rescue and to prevent drowning in the sea.  The rail-

way has also deployed a good number of RPF and GRP

personnel for the annual event. As directed by the Rail-

way Minister, A tent for accommodating 15000 pilgrims

has been raised in the Railway station complex.  A num-

ber of EV vehicles will cater to the needs of elderly and

differently-abled devotees from the platform to the taxi

stand. Food court and free food packets for the needy

will be served in the huge tent which is equipped with all

basic amenities.

 Apart from regular trains, 200 special DMUs will ply to

Puri from different locations.  The health department has

beefed up its bed capacity by 200 beds with sunstroke

treatment cabins. 220 doctors and paramedical staff have

been deputed by the department to Puri for the fete.

Three high-level review meetings for the festival was

held last one was virtually addressed by the Chief minis-

ter.  After much hue and cry over the ongoing Srimandir

parikrama project, its replica has been created on the

Southern side within the Parikrama limits to sensitise

visitors about the corridor project.  The footfall of devo-

tees to witness Nabajouban Vesha on Thursday was

less than on Wednesday.  According to Srimandir PRO

J.Mohanty while about 50,000 devotees visited the pil-

grim city on Wednesday about 40,000 visited on Thurs-

day which was less than their expectation.  The PRO

said nitee and rituals are running as per schedule and

hoped that the Ratha Yatra would be celebrated smoothly.

HCCB to partner in helping towardplastic and litter-free
Ratha Yatra with a mega waste management drive

 Bhubaneswar, June 30

(TNB): Hindustan Coca-

Cola Beverages (HCCB),

one of India's top FMCG

companies, will conduct a

major plastic waste man-

agement drive at the Ratha

Yatrathat starts in Puri.

The company willalso cre-

ate awareness towards re-

sponsible waste disposal

during the festival. This

year's Ratha Yatra is ex-

pecting a footfall of

around 20 lakh devotees.

HCCB along with its part-

ners expect to collect 10

metric tons of plastic

waste at this 15-day event.

 In line with its vision of a

World Without Waste,

HCCB will install 4

helpdesks, and 40 garbage

collection bins along the

Ratha Yatra route and in

other parts of the city. This

will help devotees dispose

ofplastic waste responsi-

bly. HCCB and its partners

will also deploy volun-

teers to manage any addi-

tional littered waste and to

inform the devotees,

r e s t a u r a n t & h o t e l

ownersetc.about the need

for waste segregation and

responsible waste dis-

posal. The helpdesks and

collection bins will be

placed at the entrance to

the festival site, the exit

towards Marine Drive,

Puri bus stand and railway

station, the 'Bada Danda'

road between the

Jagannath Temple and Sri

Gundicha temple (Cart fes-

tival site), hotels and

dharmshalas.

 Additionally, volunteers

will reach out to residen-

tial welfare societies, mar-

ketplaces, civil society

bodies and elected repre-

sentatives of the local

municipality to drive

awareness for waste seg-

regation, management,

and transportation. Volun-

teers will also collaborate

with theatre groups to

present street plays at

strategic locations and

promote the message of

waste management. The

team will empanel local

vendors, municipal work-

ers, and citizens, who will

be appointed as 'Safai

Sathis,' to promote envi-

ronmental awareness at

the grassroots level.  A

volunteer march will also

be organized in Puri one

day before the Ratha Yatra

to sensitise the local com-

munity on the need for re-

sponsible plastic waste

management.

 Speaking about the

waste management drive,

Kamlesh Kumar Sharma,

Chief Public Affairs and

Communications Officer

said "In the 25thyear of

HCCB's inception, we are

also getting a chance to

contribute to a plastic

waste-free drive at the

Ratha Yatra. More impor-

tantly, we get a stage to

convey the message of

waste segregation at the

source and responsible

disposal of solid waste to

a large number of partici-

pants. We are pleased to

associate with the

organisers and the civil

society in doing this work

and it adds to our existing

plastic waste collection

drives through which we

collect more than 2500

metric tons of plastic

waste in Odisha every

year." Hindustan Coca-

Cola has undertaken simi-

lar activities at other ma-

jor festivals and events in

the past, such as the Mis-

sion Green Sabrimala in

Kerala, the Godavari

Pushkaralu Festival in

Andhra Pradesh and so

on.  The initiative ladders

back to HCCB's goal of

collecting 100% plastic

that the company uses. In

2021, HCCB used 113,000

MT of plastic and col-

lected 100% of it. This was

made possible through its

comprehensive plastic

waste collection program

which works towards cre-

ating a circular economy

for plastics.

Eknath Shinde takes oath as new Maha CM
Devendra Fadnavis as his deputy

Mumbai, June 30 (UNI)

The political turmoil,

which has been going on

for the last 10 days, finally

came to an end on Thurs-

day evening, as former

Shiv Sena leader Eknath

Shinde took oath as 20th

Chief Minister

Maharashtra, while

Devendra Fadnavis was

sworn-in as the Deputy

Chief Minister. Within 24

hours of the resignation of

Uddhav Thackeray,

Shinde and Fadnavis took

oath in a low-key function

held at the Durbar Hall of

the Raj Bhavan here. Gov-

ernor Bhagat Singh

Koshyari administered the

oath to both Shinde and

Fadnavis in Marathi.

"With the blessings of

Hindu Heart Emperor

Balasaheb Thackeray and

Dharmaveer Anand

Dighe, I am taking the oath

of Chief Minister of

Maharashtra," said

Shinde, during his oath-

taking ceremony. During

the swearing-in ceremony,

slogans of 'Jai Bhavani, Jai

Shivaji and Jai Shriram'

filled the Raj Bhavan. Be-

sides Governor Koshyari

and Dy CM Fadnavis, BJP

state president

Chandrakant Patil, Ashish

Shelar, Pankaja Munde

and other BJP leaders

were present on the occa-

sion.

Eknath Shinde's family

also attended the swear-

ing-in ceremony. The

former Shiv Sena leader,

who was instrumental in

the fall of Maha Vikas

Aghadi government in the

state, was provided with

'Z' security, due to a wave

of anger among the

Uddhav Thackeray loyal-

ists over his rebellion.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi congratulated both

the Chief Minister and his

Deputy on Twitter. "I

would like to congratulate

Shri@mieknathshindeJi

on taking oath as

Maharashtra CM. A

grassroots level leader, he

brings with him rich politi-

cal, legislative and admin-

istrative experience. I am

confident that he will work

towards taking

Maharashtra to greater

heights," he tweeted.

"Congratulations to Shri

@Dev_Fadnavis Ji on

taking oath as

Maharashtra Deputy CM.

He is an inspiration for

every BJP Karyakarta. His

experience and expertise

will be an asset for the

Government. I am certain

he will further strengthen

Maharashtra’s growth tra-

jectory," he said in another

tweet. BJP national presi-

dent JP Nadda, in a series

of tweets in Hindi, said "I

congratulate Eknath

Shinde and Devendra

Fadnavis. This has been

proven now that BJP was

never hungry for the Chief

Minister's post. In 2019

elections, (Prime Minister)

Narendra Modiji and

Devendraji got a clear

mandate. However,

Uddhav Thackeray, in the

greed of Chief

Ministership, left us and

formed the government

with the opposition.

"BJP decided to support

Eknath Shinde ji, for the

betterment of people of

Maharashtra. Fadnavis ji

has also decided to join

the Cabinet with a big

heart, which shows his at-

tachment to the people of

Maharashtra. The party

has once again proved by

taking this decision that

we don't run after plum

posts, but our ultimate

goal is to serve the coun-

try and the people of

Maharashtra under the

leadership of Narendra

Modi ji," he added. NCP

president Sharad Pawar,

who was an ally of the pre-

vious Maha Vikas Aghadi

government, congratu-

lated Shinde on Twitter in

Marathi. "Heartiest con-

gratulations to Eknath

Shinde on being elected

as the new Chief Minister

of Maharashtra State! I

sincerely hope that the in-

terests of Maharashtra will

be protected by them. I am

happy that after Prithviraj

Chavan, one more

Satarkar has been ap-

pointed as the Chief Min-

ister," he tweeted.

Rahul expresses grief over loss of

lives in landslide in Manipur

 New Delhi, June 30 (UNI) Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

on Thursday expressed grief over the loss of lives due

to a landslide in Noney district of Manipur.  He also

prayed for speedy recovery for those injured. Taking to

twitter, the the former Congress president wrote, "The

news of a tragic landslide near Tupul Yard railway con-

struction camp in Noney District, Manipur is extremely

distressing."

          "My condolences to the bereaved families who

have lost their loved ones and prayers for speedy recov-

ery of those injured," he said.  Eight persons including

two Territorial Army (TA) personnel were killed, 23 res-

cued and around 50 people reported missing due to a

massive landslide near Tupul Yard railway construction

camp on Wednesday midnight in the Noney district.

Only women lead the
world in right direction

Bhubaneswar, June 30(

TNB): The book 'Nari Shakti

Nari Adhikar' by Pandit

Daityari Mohapatra has

been unveiled by MP

Aparajita Sarangi at the

Bhubaneswar-based MP's

office. At the function pre-

sided over by  Ashok

Patnaik, the Chief Guest,

Mrs. Sarangi, said that

women are a symbol of

strength, sacrifice and ide-

als. If women wake up, the

country will wake up.

Women are the awakened

guard of this society. On this

occasion, he lauded Pandit

Mohapatra, the author of

thousands of books. Dr.

Harihar Kanungo, the chief

speaker, said that only

women can lead the world

in the right direction. Be-

cause she is observing the

world in the form of Trishakti

Mahalakshmi, Mahakali,

Mahasaraswati. Women

have a lot to do with family

and community building.

Women leader Dr. Suniti

Munda, Ajita Mahila

Sangathan president

Mosumi Mohapatra, women

advocate Rosinarani Das,

Santosh Raut, Mrs.

Shantilata Sahu,  Laxmidhar

Biswal, Mrs. Sumitra

Acharya, Mrs. Swarnamayi

Rautaray, Advocate

Kulmani Raut, social re-

former Tulsi Ram Jagat said

on women's power in soci-

ety and on their rights.

Pandit Mohapatra, author of

more than 3,000 books, said

that women are the only

ones who can do everything

as  Jaya-Bhagini-Janani.

Only women can reform and

lead this conflicted human

race on the path of progress

he said.  At the beginning

of the meeting, Sunil Kumar

Sahu  sang the state anthem

Bande Utkal Janani. Book's

publisher Shakuntala

Bindhani and Chowdhury

Champati Charan Behera

welcomed the chief guest

with bouquets and shawls.

Kahnu Charan Das, Presi-

dent of Samarth, thanked

everyone.

Odisha figures among six achiever states: Report
Bhubaneswar, June 30

(UNI) Odisha has been

categorised among the six

“Achiever” states along

with industrially devel-

oped states like

Maharashtra and Uttar

Pradesh, according to the

Business Reforms Action

Plan (BRAP) 2020 assess-

ment report released by

the Department for Promo-

tion of Industry and Inter-

nal Trade (DPIIT) on

Thursday. Odisha gov-

ernment sources here said.

the Union Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman,

Minister of Commerce and

Industry, Consumer Af-

fairs, Food and Public Dis-

tribution, and Textiles

Piyush Goyal and senior

officials from DPIIT were

present on the occasion.

BRAP 2020 was the fifth

edition of the reform exer-

cise. It had 301 reforms

spread over 15 reform

themes and over 40 reform

areas, which drove trans-

formation in digitization,

transparency, and investor

confidence in the country.

Odisha has shown re-

markable progress in the

current cycle by imple-

menting over 90 percent of

the 301 reforms suggested

by DPIIT and achieving

more than 80 percent of

positive user feedback.

Some of the major reforms

carried out in the cycle by

the state included setting

up the new par-E-shram

portal, a one-stop-shop

for all services being pro-

vided by Labour and ESI

Department as well as in-

tegration of the same with

GO-SWIFT portal, auto-

renewal through online

payment and elimination

of renewal of 8 B2G ser-

vices, digitization of land

records, online systems

for drug licenses, environ-

mental clearances,

digitisation of excise ser-

vices. The state has also

upgraded its Single Win-

dow System GO SWIFT

with best-in-class fea-

tures like unified pay-

ment system with a

trickle feed mechanism, a

single application for 54+

G2B services, an online

document archival facil-

ity, an online grievance

redressal mechanism

and integration with the

National Single Window

System (NSWS).

Further, along with the

reforms being carried out

under the BRAP exer-

cise, the Odisha govern-

ment has also undertaken

major reforms in the min-

ing sector, measures to

minimise burdensome

regulatory compliances

and it has also brought

in over 400 services un-

der the Odisha Right to

Public Services Act 2012

so as to ensure time-bout

delivery of G2B and G2C

Services. Consistent

implementation of re-

forms over the last few

years has enabled

Odisha in attracting

broad-based invest-

ments in multiple sectors

including metal down-

stream, chemicals & pet-

rochemicals, textiles &

apparel, food processing

and tourism.

Governor inaugurated National
Rath Yatra Service Camp

 Puri, une 30( TNB):  Like

every year, this year, the

Rath Yatra National Ser-

vice Camp, sponsored by

the Odisha State Bharat

Scouts and Guides, is be-

ing held at the Puri

Bishwambar Vidyapeeth

premises from 28th June to

2nd July 2022. More than

500 rovers, rangers, scouts

and guides from different

districts are participating in

the service and providing

various services to the

devotees.

Governor of Odisha, Prof.

Ganeshi Lal officially inau-

gurated the camp by light-

ing a lamp on thursday.

The inaugural function

presided over by Dr.

Kaliprasad Mishra, State

Chief Commissioner and

National Vice President,

was attended by  Minister

for Schools and Mass

Education  Sameer Ranjan

Dash as the guest of honor

in the presence of State

Secretary  Sarat Chandra

Paikrai. Minister Mr. Dash

advised Rovers and Rang-

ers to provide appropriate

services to the pilgrims.

On Srigundicha Day,

scouts, guides, rovers and

rangers to divide into dif-

ferent groups to control

vehicles in various parts of

the city, distribute drinking

water to the devotees,

spray water on them, pro-

vide first aid, and provide

clean India service to them.

The camp was presided

over by  Biswajit Ghosh,

District Education Officer,

Puri District, and Managed

by Mihir Ranjan Patnaik,

Joint Secretary. State Presi-

dent Atanu Sabyasachi

Nayak praised the

children's service.

Centre deploys abundant medicos, set-up
hospitals to assist Amarnath Yatra devotees
New Delhi, June 30 (UNI)

A sleuth of measures have

been taken to allow devo-

tees taking Amarnath Yatra

to have access to the medi-

cal and healthcare facili-

ties, the Union Health

Ministry said on Thurs-

day.  The Ministry said it

has deployed medical pro-

fessionals both from Cen-

tral Government and State

Government to assist the

devotees during their jour-

ney which started today

onwards.  For this, state

governments have been

informed about the re-

quired arrangements

along with medical prepa-

ration including services

of specialist doctors, as

well as General Duty Medi-

cal Officers (GDMOs) to

supplement the efforts of

the Jammu & Kashmir

Government, particularly

by those States from

where large numbers of

pilgrims arrive, it added.

"For attending medical

emergencies, health pro-

fessionals including doc-

tors and paramedics will be

deployed in batches. The

first batch commenced on

25th June 2022 - 13th July

2022. Second and third

batches would start from

11th July 2022 - 28th July

2022 and 26th July 2022 -

11th August 2022," the

Union Ministry said in its

statement.

 According to the Union

Health Ministry, the Gov-

ernment of J&K through

the Director Health Ser-

vices (DHS Kashmir) had

requested 155 medical per-

sonnel (87 doctors, 68 para-

medics) from Central Gov-

ernment Hospitals and

CGHS.  "Medical profes-

sionals are being deployed

from Central Government

hospitals and CGHS. In to-

tal, 176 nominations (115

doctors and 61 paramedics)

have been received from

the Centre-run hospitals

and the CGHS. The com-

plete list has been commu-

nicated to DHS Kashmir for

further deployment," the

ministry officials informed.
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Jindal Bhaktivedanta Library and Study Centre Inaugurated
Bhubaneswar, June

30:(TNB):  In order to as-
sist Odisha students from
rural and semi-urban back-
ground, for their capacity
building for competing in
various competitive exami-
nations, Jindal
Bhaktivedanta Library and
Study Centre has been in-
augurated today at
Bhubaneswar.  Smt
Sulochana Das, Mayor,
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation inaugurated
the centre at IRC Village in
presence of His Holiness
Bhakti Gaurav Narayan
Swami Maharaj, Zonal
Secretary ISKCON
Bhubaneswar, Mr
Prashant Kumar Hota,
President & Group Head
(CSR), Jindal Steel &
Power; Mr Premanand

Das, Temple President
ISKCON Bhubaneswar
and Smt. Manasi Rani
Sundarray, Corporate,
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation.  The Centre
has a library, a reading
room and a hostel facility
with a canteen and thus
provides a customised
environment for studying.
The centre aims to help
needy students for prepar-
ing for different competi-
tive examinations like
UPSC, State PSC, Banking
and other Professional
entrance exams. The Cen-
tre is fully equipped with
a Wi-Fi facility, self-help
books and the required
infrastructure.
 Appreciating this initia-

tive by JSPL Foundation
and ISKCON  Youth Fo-

rum, Mayor  Smt Das said,
“This facility created by
JSPL Foundation and
ISKCON would help many
needy but bright students
in their study for various
competitive examina-
tions”.  In a message,
Naveen Jindal, Chairman
of Jindal Steel & Power

said, “Jindal Bhakti
Vedanta Library and Study
Centre is a step towards
creating a productive
study environment so that
the youth who are aspir-
ing for success in com-
petitive examinations can
fructify their dreams. Ev-
ery Student should make

their choice of career to
contribute to Nation build-
ing and chase the goal
with focus and determina-
tion”.  Smt. Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson, JSPL Foun-
dation in her message
said, “Jindal
Bhaktivedanta Library and
Study Centre is a part of
our efforts to nurture and
educate young minds so
that they contribute to the
societal development. The
students can take advan-
tage of this facility which
is wholesome, added with
Yoga, Meditation, Career
Counselling and Personal-
ity development and value
education”.
 Shri Tukaram Das, Direc-

tor of ISKCON Youth Fo-
rum, Bhubaneswar, who
was instrumental in build-

ing this Project appreciated
the prompt response of
JSPL Foundation for this
noble initiative.   The centre
has been established by
ISKCON Youth Forum,
Bhubaneswar with finan-
cial support from JSPL
Foundation. The library
cum reading room can ac-
commodate 300 students in
two shifts. There is also a
hostel facility for 50 stu-
dents.  In addition to get-
ting a suitable environment
for studying, Students can
avail career counselling ser-
vices, weekly personality
development and motiva-
tion sessions, and yoga for
their holistic development.
The Centre will also have
the facilities of Counsellors,
Mentors, who can counsel
and guide these students.

Editor of Odia news channel arrested by EOW
Bhubaneswar, June 30: The Economic Offences Wing

(EOW) of Crime Branch today arrested Ardhendu
Das, the editor of a Bhubaneswar based private news
channel for financial fraud.  Das was arrested on the
basis of a complaint filed by Gagandeep Singh, a
Delhi-based Solution Broadcaster Proprietor.
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participation and income. The opposition came from By overturning the landmark ‘Roe vs Wade’ 
the Christian Right, for whom overturning the ‘Roe’ judgment of 1973, which had made abortion a 
judgment was a mission due to their belief in the constitutional right, the Supreme Court of the 
sanctity of life. It’s a deeply political judgment, too — United States has taken a big step backward. The 
as far back as October 2016, Donald Trump, then the court, hearing a challenge to a Mississippi state law 
Republican presidential candidate, had said he’d that sought to ban most abortions after 15 weeks of 
nominate conservative judges to the Supreme Court pregnancy, upheld the ban by a 6-3 majority. The 
and that would ‘automatically’ lead to the overturning verdict, apart from further polarising the country 
of the 1973 judgment. This is exactly what has between the liberals and the conservatives, will 
happened.sIt’s obvious that the court has delivered a have a massive impact on the lives of women in the 
judgment which flies in the face of public opinion — US — near-total ban on abortion will come into 
according to the Pew Research Center, around 61% of effect in the states ruled by the Republican Party, 
the Americans support abortion under most conditions either immediately or 30 days after this verdict.

Nearly 50 years ago, the ‘Roe’ judgment had struck while 37% believe it should be illegal in the majority of 
down laws that made abortion illegal in several the circumstances. Women’s rights activists say that 
states in the US, allowing abortion up to the point of the court has taken away women’s control over their 
‘foetal viability’— the point at which a foetus can bodies and their right to make a choice about 

changed or they had second thoughts. Over the years, 
survive outside the womb. That judgment gave women something that can have a fundamental impact on their 

various studies have found that the abortion legalisation 
greater autonomy over their bodies, allowing them the lives. They are right, because the court has delivered an 

led to a reduction in the number of girls who became teen 
choice to not have a child in case the circumstances ideological judgment instead of a kind and humane one.

mothers, boosted women’s education, labour force 

At 100, I’m happy 
breaking records

End of critical pedagogy

Taliban complicity impacts India’s Af policy

Afghan military trainees — which is a case of Delhi.The tumultuous developments of the last quarter The devastating earthquake that struck Afghanistan on 
resurrecting the traditional linkages that existed pre- century that ravaged Afghanistan include the enormity June 22 has led to the death of over 1,100 persons and it is 
August 2021.Given the enormous humanitarian of 9/11 and the al Qaida-Osama bin Laden saga, feared that this number could increase. Thousands have 
crisis that has engulfed Afghanistan and the scant followed by the abrupt end to the US-led global war on been rendered homeless and the destruction in the 
resources that the Taliban can muster — including terror (GWOT) in August 2021 that, ironically, brought affected Paktika region is almost total.New Delhi, in 
skilled human resources (thousands of qualified the Taliban back to power in Kabul.Given the profile of keeping with its traditional commitment to the people of 
Afghans have fled their nation, fearing retribution) the Taliban and a deep-seated anxiety about how they Afghanistan, has reached out to provide immediate 
— it is evident that the regime in Kabul is keen to would conduct themselves, India, along with many humanitarian relief and assistance and on June 23, an 
have Delhi back as a dependable aid and other nations, evacuated its diplomats and citizens from Indian technical team reached Kabul to enable effective 
development donor.In the aftermath of 9/11 Afghanistan and ostracised the regime.Paradoxically, delivery to the victims.Despite the scale of the 
(September 2001) and the gradual reconstruction of the June 18 gurdwara attack by the IS-KP has introduced earthquake tragedy, the global isolation of the Taliban 
Afghanistan, many critical human security-related a shared security interest between India and the Taliban regime prevented a more robust international aid effort 
sectors were aided by India and in the last two with respect to the IS-KP. This group, that has its origins from reaching the victims and this remains the 
decades, Delhi has provided $3 billion worth of in West Asia, appears to have embedded itself in geopolitical cross that weighs down heavily on the 
development sector aid. In addition, a large number Afghanistan and is reported to have reached a tactical people of Afghanistan.The return of the Taliban to power 
of Afghan students have availed themselves of accommodation with other Islamist terror groups in the in Kabul in August 2021 after the hasty US withdrawal 
scholarships to study in India and thousands of surrounding regions.Periodic reviews by the UN has compelled many nations to review and rewire their 
Afghans visit India for medical treatment.However, Security Council’s Monitoring Team on Afghanistan Afghanistan policies and India is no exception.Like 
this very nascent early June Indian engagement with have noted the presence of al-Qaeda, Jaish-e-many other nations, India has not accorded diplomatic 

while reviewing the larger security implications of this the Taliban received a jolt with a terror attack on Karte Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba in the country and the recognition to the current Taliban regime in Kabul. But 
revival of the terror footprint.India, it may be recalled, Parwan gurdwara in Kabul a fortnight later (on June 18) role of the Haqqani network and, cumulatively, all these the potentially significant political overture by India in 
has been singed by Islamist terror groups with linkages to that killed two persons. The attack was claimed by the IS- strands pose a security challenge to India that has been early June and the Islamic State terror attack on a local 
Afghanistan since December 1999 and these attacks KP (Islamic State-Khorasan Province), which declared dealing with the state-supported terrorist scourge for gurdwara that followed soon after merit review.On June 
include one on the Indian Parliament (December 2001) that this was “an act of support” for the Prophet and the decades. The fact that Sirajuddin Haqqani, a UN-2, an official Indian delegation visited Kabul to 
and a suicide attack on the Indian embassy in Kabul (July targets were the minority Sikhs and Hindus in designated global terrorist, is the interior minister in the coordinate the humanitarian assistance that Delhi had 
2006).The Taliban at the time had provided shelter to Afghanistan and the “apostates” who protected them.In a Taliban regime points to the multilayered complexity provided earlier in the year and this signalled a nuanced 
Islamist terror groups that targeted India and, here, the departure from their traditional antipathy to all other that the Indian establishment has to contend with.In this shift in the troubled bilateral relationship. The Indian 
role of Pakistan has compounded the Indian challenge. religions, the Taliban offered support for the maze of terror networks and state complicity in relation Foreign Ministry issued a
The Pakistan army and the ISI (its intelligence agency) reconstruction of the gurdwara, apart from announcing to Afghanistan, the close strategic relationship between carefully worded press note which highlighted the 
mid-wifed the birth of the Taliban in the early 1990s and financial aid to those killed and injured. Further, they China and Pakistan further shrinks the space for India. humanitarian assistance focus of the visit. The sub-text to 
saw this Afghan group as an investment to furthering assured the minority community leaders that a “serious Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi hosted a meeting on be inferred is that the visit was an ‘official’ engagement 
Rawalpindi’s strategy of acquiring ‘strategic depth’ effort” would be made to ensure their safety from such March 31 of Afghanistan and its neighbours — that with the Taliban for a limited purpose and not an 
against India. The Pak army-Taliban axis saw India being attacks.This terror attack by the IS-KP has resulted in predictably excluded India — in the Anhui province of endorsement of the regime.Acknowledging this aid, the 
marginalised in relation to Afghanistan and this has been Delhi putting on hold whatever initiatives had been China and the participants collectively affirmed their Taliban encouraged India to reopen its mission in Kabul 
an abiding security and geopolitical challenge for envisaged by way of engaging with the Taliban regime, support to the Taliban regime.and resume direct flights to the country and also accept 

Abortion law in the US

I have just returned from Vadodara after 
participating in the inaugural National Open 
Masters Athletics Championships and am told 
that I have created a national record for the 100m 
event by the oldest person. I covered the distance 
in 45.40s in the 100-plus age category. My second 
gold of the tournament came in 200m race with a 
timing of 1m 52.17s. I wanted to take part in other 
events also but was told that the organisers have 
capped the participation by one athlete to just two 
events. Though I am feeling very happy, I wish 
there was some competition. I happened to be the 
lone runner in both the races as there was no other 
entry in the 100-plus age category.

Honestly, it has been just over a year since I have 
started taking part in competitions on the 
insistence of my granddaughter, who is also a 
runner and regularly participates in the masters 
athletics meets. Had I known earlier that such 
competitions were held for people of my age, I 
would have given them a shot a long time back. 
But better late than never.In the last one year, I 
have travelled to Varanasi, Bengaluru, Badlapur 
in Maharashtra, Kerala and even Pokhara in 
Nepal. I have already lost count of the medals but 
can say that I have won most of the races. Apart 
from the thrill of competition and the joy of 
winning a medal, the one thing that excites me 
very much is predicting the winners during the 
competition. I love guessing who will win while 
the race is still on.My granddaughter Sharmila 
Sangwan (42) keeps a tab on the tournament 
schedule. The Masters Athletics Federation of 
India will release its schedule in November, after 
which I will start gearing up for future 
competitions.

I have had a busy season this year. The month of 
May was really hectic for me as there were three 
back-to-back tournaments in Nepal (May 1-5), 
Bengaluru (May 11-15) and Kerala (May 18-22), 
and then at Vadodara from June 16 to 19. As a 
result, I had to travel a lot. While many would 
advocate travelling by air as it is quick or by train 
as it is comfortable, I prefer to travel by our family 
car. It gives us the freedom to stop and move at 
will. Also, one does not feel the distance if the 
family is around. I do get tired, but that is only 
because of singing bhajans and folk songs 
endlessly on my family’s demand. Now, I am 
happy to be back in the village.

Ever since my husband, Nihal Singh, died 23 years 
ago, I have been staying with my two sons, 
Mahender Singh and Mukhtiar Singh, at Kadma 
village in Charkhi Dadri district of Haryana, 
where my four daughters and their children visit 
me often. We are blessed to have a big and happy 
family. And since we are so close, someone or the 
other is always visiting.I consider myself lucky 
enough to have witnessed six generations of my 
family and spent time with them. I can proudly say 
that I have attended the marriages of my great 
grandsons and held their kids in my lap. I had just 
reached home from Vadodara when one of my 
great grandsons excitedly came up to me and said 
that he had seen my photo on the same page as that 
of Virat Kohli in the newspaper. It is nice to see 
that tinge of pride and joy in their eyes.Wherever I 
go to attend competitions, people keep asking me 
about the secret of my health, and I tell them it is 
happiness. I think if you try to live an energetic 
life, do not shirk responsibilities and enjoy what 
you do, you will remain hale and hearty. At this 
age, people suffer from arthritis, diabetes, blood 
pressure and other ailments, but I face no such 
health issues. I take no medicine.

I wake up around 5 am, offer morning prayers and 
tend to the cattle. Upon return, I perform daily 
ablutions and wash my clothes. Breakfast time is 
family time. We all have it together and then I 
either go to the nearby fields or catch up with the 
near and dear ones in the village. After lunch, I rest 
for a while and spend some time with the children 
in the house. Apart from cooking, I like to do all 
my work myself.My eating habits are simple. I eat 
whatever everyone in the family eats. Milk, curd, 
millets, rice, ghee, homegrown vegetables, it is 
traditional Haryanvi fare. By God’s grace, I have 
not reached a stage where I have to be selective 
about the food I eat.

Who can resist the growing devaluation of humanities and 
social sciences, particularly when the society we live in is 
intoxicated with the glory of techno-science, and the 
aspiring class conditions its children to believe that the 
only meaning of existence is to pursue a career in 
medicine and engineering, and hence, except physics, 
chemistry, mathematics and biology, there is nothing 
worth learning? And the process of this devaluation has 
further been accelerated by the emergent politics of 
knowledge that in the name of rationalising the syllabus 
and reducing the ‘academic burden’ has deleted several 
significant topics from NCERT textbooks of classes VI to 
XII. Hence, as these new experts chosen by the ruling 
regime told us, our children should not know about, say, 
the Gujarat riots in 2002; nor is it required for them to be 
aware of the Narmada Bachao Andolan or the Naxalite 
movement. They also believe that it is not a good idea to 
enquire why women and sudras were prevented from 
studying the Vedas. Or for that matter, it is not necessary 
to know about the Mughal courts. And why should 
youngsters bother to know about the impact of 
globalisation on agriculture?Well, no great pedagogue 
would deny that the bombardment of the young mind 
with a heavy load of information is not a sign of 
meaningful education. Moreover, the NCERT texts are 
certainly not perfect; and the liberal-left intelligentsia that 
wrote it might have their biases. Yet, the way these texts 
have been damaged through a politically motivated 
process of deletion of select themes and issues would 

majoritarianism and gross socio-economic inequality. name of education, they need just a set of technical skills frighten every sensitive educationist. Indeed, it is an 
Have we forgotten the way some of our finest historians to run the techno-corporate machine. Or, they need attempt to kill the liberating potential of critical 
and social scientists — Irfan Habib and Ranjit Guha, ‘disciplined’ loyalists always ready to sing in tune with pedagogy. This can be understood only if we recall the 
Rajni Kothari and Ashis Nandy, or Irawati Karve and Vina what the ruling regime dictates. Hence, what these forgotten truth — the way disciplines like history, 
Majumdar — wanted to expand our mental horizon? experts have done with the NCERT texts seems to be in sociology and political studies have the capacity to open 

tune with what we are seeing everywhere — the Who would tell these experts who have damaged the one’s eyes, and make one see beyond the dominant 
arrogance of power and castigation of every dissenting NCERT texts that it is important for a school student to commonsense of the age, and probe into the discourse of 
voice as anti-national.know and feel disturbed about the Gujarat riots because it power. A reflexive mind endowed with a creatively 

was a severe blow to the cherished ideals of secularism Is it possible to resist this trend and save education? Even nuanced critical consciousness is what social sciences 
and cultural pluralism? Who would tell them that children though I loathe to be a pessimist, I must say that the ought to cultivate.Hence, the goal of history is not to force 
must know about the Narmada Bachao Andolan because obstacles are enormous. The fact is that in an atmosphere the child to memorise the dates of wars and treaties; 
this nonviolent environmental movement raised serious that continually breeds the ideology of toxic nationalism, instead, a sense of history should arouse a learner’s 
questions about the devastating consequences of what the it is not easy to celebrate the spirit of free enquiry. interest in comprehending the major socio-cultural and 
nexus of the political class and the corporate elite regards Moreover, when children’s education, for all practical techno-economic transformations that characterise the 
as development? These experts have to be reminded of yet purposes, has been reduced to packaged ‘success journey of the human race. And sociology is not about 
another fact: a true learner — a wanderer with freshness manuals’ that coaching centres sell, and a bunch of knowing a set of discrete facts about tribe, caste and 
— should have the capacity to say that the Emperor is toppers sponsor, why should you and I bother to think family; instead, it is about asking critical questions — 
naked even if the sycophants all around think about emancipatory education? Yet, I would like to say, the way patriarchy, Brahminism and organised 
otherwise.From Hitler to Stalin, the taboo on critical believe that there are still some teachers and parents religions have often legitimised the subjugation of 
pedagogy is inseparable from the cult of narcissism and amongst us who continue to inspire the youngsters to find women, Dalits and the toiling masses. Or, an introduction 
authoritarianism. In fact, authoritarian masters all over the treasure of real knowledge in a different domain — to political studies does not mean that you ask a class XII 
the world, as history has demonstrated, are never not in the official curriculum, but in a living and vibrant student to memorise the Preamble of the Constitution, 
comfortable with the kind of education that nurtures mind that echoes with Rabindranath Tagore: ‘Where the and vomit it in the examination; instead, it ought to 
creativity, self-reflexivity and critical thinking. In a way, mind is without fear and the head is held high/Where encourage the young learner to ask why the spirit of the 
they need moral and intellectual dumbness. Or, in the knowledge is free…’Preamble is denied every moment amid the might of 

Striking down ‘Roe’ judgment is a regressive step

Not easy to celebrate the spirit of free enquiry in atmosphere of toxic nationalism

The terror attack by the IS-KP on the Karte Parwan gurdwara has resulted in Delhi putting on hold whatever initiatives had been envisaged by way of engaging 

with the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, while reviewing the larger security implications of this revival of the terror footprint.
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Pakistan staring at another fuel price hike in next fortnight
Islamabad, June 30

(UNI) The domestic

prices of diesel and

petrol in Pakistan are

likely to be hiked by

Rs16.89 and Rs 4.55 per

litre, respectively, in the

next fortnight, The

News reported Thurs-

day.

However, officials said

that the petroleum levy

(PL) and General Sales

Tax (GST) will remain

excluded from this price

hike.

The price of diesel will

witness a massive in-

crease from July 1,

2022, if the government

charges Rs10/litre on

account of PL on diesel

and petrol along with the

GST.

The ex-depot price of

petrol has been worked

out at Rs238.44 for the

next fortnight compared

to Rs233.89/litre for the

current fortnight, an in-

crease of Rs4.55/litre.

If Rs10 PL and 17 per

cent GST are added, the

petrol price will rise to

around Rs290/litre from

July 1, 2022.

The ex-depot price of

diesel has been calcu-

lated at Rs280.20/litre for

the next fortnight against

Rs263.31/litre in the cur-

rent fortnight, which

translates into an increase

of Rs16.89/litre. If Rs10

PL and 17% GST is in-

cluded, the price of die-

sel may go up to Rs340/

litre for the local con-

sumers.

The government passed

Rs50 PL for every litre

of petroleum products in

the Finance Bill 2022-23

on Wednesday, as de-

manded by the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund

(IMF).

The ex-depot prices of

both fuels have been cal-

culated based on their in-

ternational market rates

from June 14-28.

During the period under

review, the price of

crude oil fell by $2.59/

barrel; however, the

price of products i.e.,

diesel and petrol went up

by $3.66 per barrel.

The fall in the prices of

crude oil won’t benefit

the consumers in the do-

mestic market as the

prices of diesel and

petrol are linked to the

global prices of these

products rather than

crude oil under the im-

port parity price (IPP)

mechanism.

According to sources in

the sector, the govern-

ment would pass on the

impact of international

prices to consumers

coupled with Rs10/litre

PL.

However, it is expected

that the government

won’t impose GST. But

if it does it wouldn’t be

charged at the rate of 17

per cent in the next fort-

night and will only be in-

creased gradually. The

local prices of diesel and

petrol have peaked at

their highest levels in the

last one month after be-

ing kept frozen for three

months as per the policy

of the previous govern-

ment to pay subsidy for

keeping the prices

stabilised.

The present government,

however, abolished the

subsidies on fuel prices

on the IMF to re-qualify

for Extended Fund Facil-

ity (EFF). The price hike

has been the main issue

between Pakistan and the

IMF as part of an agree-

ment to withdraw subsi-

dies in the oil and power

sectors to reduce the fis-

cal deficit before the an-

nual budget is presented

next month.

Sri Lanka seeks oil from Russia
Colombo, June 30 (UNI)

Sri Lankan President

Gotabaya Rajapaksa has

reportedly written to Rus-

sian President Vladimir

Putin desperately seeking

urgent supplies of oil for

his economically-battered

country, a newspaper re-

ported on Thursday.

The Daily Mirror quoted

an unnamed source close

to the President's Office as

saying that Rajapaksa had

urged Putin to extend "co-

operation in oil pur-

chases".

The two Presidents are

expected to have a tele-

phonic conversation one

of these days and work

out arrangements for an

official visit to Moscow,

it said.

Sri Lanka is now facing a

huge fuel shortage, the

daily said.

According to the source,

the shortage will last till

July 10 as the next oil

shipment can be expected

between July 10 and 12.

The source confirmed

that India agreed to pro-

vide four shipments of

fuel on cash payment.

Besides, the government

has bought another 7,500

tonnes of diesel from the

Lanka Indian Oil Com-

pany to be used for essen-

tial services until the next

shipment arrives after July

4.

Sri Lanka is now unable

to buy fuel from regular

supplies since as much as

$731 million is in arrears

to be paid to them for the

previous supplies, the re-

port said.

Sri Lanka is battling an un-

precedented economic

crisis leading to wide-

spread shortages of food,

fuel and medicines.

Pakistan reinstates Covid-19 guidelines amid spike in cases
Islamabad, June 30 (UNI)

Authorities in Pakistan an-

nounced that they have

decided to “fully activate”

the National Command

and Operation Centre

(NCOC) guidelines in

light of the rise in the

number of Covid cases

across the country once

again, Khaleej Times re-

ported on Thursday.

The NCOC is the agency

leading the fight against

Covid-19 efforts in Paki-

stan. It is also responsible

for making the policies and

their implementation and

also making suggestions

to the Prime Minister’s

National Coordination

Committee for timely ac-

tions related to the national

Covid-19 response.

Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif has also expressed

concern over rising num-

ber of coronavirus cases

and wanted the implemen-

tation of safety measures.

The NCOC stopped func-

tioning at the end of

March after two years,

while all its roles and re-

sponsibilities were handed

over to the National Insti-

tute of Health (NIH).

The decision to revive

NCOC comes as

Pakistan’s daily Covid-19

case count crossed the

500-mark for the first

time in three months amid

a constant rise in the re-

cent countrywide spread

of the disease, the NIH’s

data showed.

The country reported 541

new Covid-19 infections

overnight, pushing

Pakistan’s positivity ratio

above 3 per cent again.

The new infections were

detected after country-

wide diagnostic testing on

15,462 samples, as per the

data, reported Geo News.

Meanwhile, the number of

patients being treated in

critical care units (CCUs)

also surged to 100, while

one person infected with

Covid-19 died in the last

24 hours.

With the new additions,

the total number of deaths

rose to 30,392 and the

number of active cases

climbed to 5,269.

Tours to inter-Korean truce

village to resume in July
Seoul, June 30 (UNI) The

tours to inter-Korean

truce village in South

Korea's Panmunjom will

resume in mid-July,

Seoul's unification minis-

try said on Thursday.

The tours were sus-

pended due to Covid-19

pandemic.

The ministry said that the

tour program to the Joint

Security Area in the De-

militarized Zone (DMZ)

dividing the two Koreas

will restart from July 12.

Yonhap quoted U.N.

Command (UNC), which

oversees activities in the

DMZ as an enforcer of

the armistice that halted

the 1950-53 Korean War,

as saying, "The purpose

of the UNC

Commander's

DMZ Education and Ori-

entation Program is to in-

crease public awareness

of the security conditions

on the Korean Peninsula

and educate visitors on

the terms of armistice

that underpin peace and

stability."

STATES
Central Minister Kailash Choudhary interacts

with FPO and CBBO at ICAR in Tripura
Udaipur(Tripura), Jun 30:

An agri-interaction meet

was organized at ICAR

Research Complex for

NEH Region, Tripura Cen-

tre on the occasion of visit

of Hon’ble Union Minis-

ter of State, Agriculture

&amp; Farmer’s Welfare

, Kailash Choudhary on

28 th June, 2022. Shri

Saradindu Das, Director,

Department of Agriculture

and Farmers’ Welfare,

Tripura, Dr. Phani Bushan

Jamatia, Director, Direc-

torate of Horticulture,

Tripura, Dr. R. K. Saha,

Dean, College of Fisher-

ies, and Dr. T. K. Maiti,

Principal,College of Agri-

culture along with other

officers from Agriculture

and other departments

were present in the meet-

ing.

Dr. Biswajit Das, Joint Di-

rector showed various

agri-technologies devel-

oped at ICAR Tripura

Centre such as high yield-

ing paddy varieties, inte-

grated farming system

models, horticulture,

mushroom and fishery

based production tech-

nologies. He appreciated

the new poultry breed

BND and cross bred pig

which were displayed in

the exhibition.

The Minister interacted

with the Chairpersons and

CEOs of all the FPOs/

FPCs as well as with the

officials of Cluster Based

Business Organization

(CBBO) of the state. He

specifically emphasized

on the responsibilities of

the CBBOs in the forma-

tion and successive

growth of an FPO. Chair-

persons of various FPOs

apprised the Minister

about different activities

carried out by them and

also requested for time-to-

time guidance and help

from various development

departments.

It was specifically in-

structed by the Minister to

work as per the

guideline’s laid out for the

FPOs and CBBOs. He sug-

gested to prepare project

on post-harvest handling

of agri-produce such as

grading, sorting, packag-

ing and processing apart

from quality seed produc-

tion, so that farmers can

get higher prise of their

produce. Finally, he said

that formation of FPOs is

one of the important

programmes of Central

Government for holistic

development of Indian

agriculture.

The Minister also visited

experimental fields and

appreciated the pineapple

and Kamalam production

technologies developed at

this ICAR centre. He also

encouraged all the scien-

tists to work on technolo-

gies which can increase

farmer’s income. Such

meeting was organized

for the first time the state

and all the delegates thank

the Minister, Kailash

Choudhary for his valu-

able suggestions and di-

rections.

All the stakeholders of

FPOs assured the Minis-

ter that they will work

dedicatedly for agricul-

tural development of the

state by strengthening the

FPOs.

ICAR Tripura regional centre

doing well with FPOs in Tripura
Udaipur(Tripura), Jun 30.

It is about 44 per cent and

more people in the state

Tripura depending on ag-

ricultural sector and the

state primarily an agraian

economy. In view to con-

sider this matter, the gov-

ernment has been trying

level best to increase

farmers’ income as double

with the help of govern-

ment sponsored schemes

in the state Tripura.

In order to improve the

farmers’ income, the tech-

nical support from ICAR

important for doing agri-

cultural activities with the

support from scientists in

the state Tripura because

the contribution of agri-

culture to the GSDP was

about 30 in 2019-20 in

Tripura. The Small and

Marginal Farmers consti-

tute about 96 per cent of

the total farmers in the

State against 78 per cent,

that of country. Agricul-

ture and allied activities are

still the backbone of the

State’s economy in

Tripura.

The state Tripura is also

considered as marginal

farmers’ state because of

small land size issue and

the aggregation of small,

marginal and landless

farmers into FPOs will

help to enhance economic

strength & market link-

ages of farmers for en-

hancing their income.

Keeping this in mind,

Government of India has

launched a new Central

Sector Scheme titled

"Formation and Promo-

tion of 10,000 Farmer

Produce Organizations

(FPOs)" with a clear

strategy and committed

resources to form and

promote 10,000 new

FPOs in the country with

budgetary provision of Rs

6865 crore.

There is a FPO called

Bagma Agri Producer

Company Limited

(BAPCL) here at Bagma

in Udaipur subdivision

of Gomati District

guided by NABARD,

Tripura Regional Office

doing well under seed

village project with the

financial support of

NABARD and technical

support of ICAR to pro-

duce paddy seeds for the

benefit of Tripura farm-

ers at large in view to

provide quality and en-

vironmentally satisfied

paddy seeds for produc-

tion in Tripura with low

cost and minimum num-

ber of inputs, said Sudip

Majumder, Chairman

BAPCL.

The ICAR in Tripura has

developed different veri-

ties of rice seeds with the

collaboration of farmers

in Tripura. There are few

verities of rice namely

Hakuchuku, Tripura

Nirog, Tripura

Chikan,Gomati and other

verities those are really

demanded in state among

farmers for unique quali-

ties of these seeds and the

FPO like BAPCL has been

doing level best to go

ahead with the guidance

of ICAR Scientist Dr.

S.P Das for the creation

of more verities of paddy

seeds in Tripura in future.

WORLD

Vaishnaw and pradhan inaugurated mahipur-

nuagaon road rail section and flagged off BBS-

New Delhi Duronto Exp with LHB coaches

Bhubaneswar (TNB): Hon'ble Union Minister of
Education, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan and Hon'ble Minister of
Railways, Communications and Electronics & In-
formation Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw inau-
gurated New Station Building of Khurda Road Sta-
tion and Flagged off Bhubaneswar -New Delhi
DURONTO Express with LHB rake from Khurda
Road Station, today evening.Apart from this, both
the Union Ministers inaugurated New Building of
Patia PH and Vani Vihar PH through Video
conferencing from Khurda Road Station in presence
of Hon'ble MLAs Shri Suresh Kumar Routray and
Susanta Kumar Rout.
Earlier in the afternoon Shri Vaishnaw inspected
Khurda Road-Balangir Project and opened Mahipur-
Naugaon Road Railway Section at Nuagaon Road
Station. He also Flagged off of the Extension of
08429/08430 Bhubaneswar-Mahipur-Bhubaneswar
Passenger Special up to Nuagaon Road Station in
presence of Hon'ble MLA Shri Ramesh Chandra
Behera.
Apart from this, Shri Vaishnaw announced Stoppage
of Sewa Express at Bolagarh PH.
In the late evening, Shri Vaishnaw inspected Khurda
Road-Puri Railway Section and open various Pas-
senger Amenities for Rath Yatra Festival at Puri.
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MCL’s two KV schools inaugurated in Talcher
 Talcher, June 30 (TNB):

Hon'ble Union Minister of
Education, Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan
and Hon'ble Minister of
Coal, Mines and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Shri Pralhad
Joshi on Thursday inaugu-
rated two Kendriya
Vidyalaya (KV) in Talcher
coalfields under Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited.  The
schools, set-up by
Mahanadi Coalfields Lim-
ited (MCL), will be managed
by Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan (KVS).  Ad-
dressing the gathering, Mr
Pradhan emphasized on the
opening of more institu-
tions for enhancing educa-
tional facilities in Talcher.
 Earlier, welcoming the

Union Ministers and the
guests on the occasions,
Mr OP Singh, Chairman-
cum-Managing Director
also highlighted the
company’s contributions
and commitment to ensure
that standard education is
accessible to all.  He in-
formed that a total of three
KVschools would be estab-
lished by MCL in Odisha.

While two schools – KV
Jagannath Area and KV
Subhadra Area –were inau-
gurated today at the tem-
porary campus, the third KV
school would be estab-
lished at the Maha Lakshmi
Area of Ib Valley coalfields
located in Sundergarh dis-
trict.
 The leading coal-produc-

ing company of the Govern-
ment of India, MCL runs 11

project schools through
DAV management in
Odisha. MCL also supports
17 non-government educa-
tional institutions in the
peripheral areas through
grant-in-aid.  Meanwhile,
BhoomiPojan of KV
Jagannath Area was also
done by Mr Dharmendra
Pradhan in the august
presence of Hon. MP
Dhenkanal (LS constitu-

ency) Mr Mahesh
Sahoo,  Hon. MLA
(Talcher) Mr
Brajakishore Pradhan, Mr
OP Singh, CMD, MCL,
Mr KR Vasudevan, Direc-
tor (Finance), Mr Keshav
Rao, Director (Personnel),
Mr Biswaranjan Rath,
Sub-Collector, Angul and
Dr Shriharan Bose, Dy
Commissioner, Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan.

MESSAGE
On the auspicious, grand gala occasion of the Rath Yatra at Puri, I along

with the team of doctors and nurses and member of the staff of Padma
Hospitals, Bhubaneswar extend my heartfelt good wishes to the brothers
and sisters of Odisha. The sojourn of the trinity shall continue and they will
put their stay at Mausi Maa Temple tens and thousands of devotees from
across the country and abroad are going to participate on this occasion.  I
wish them a joyous celebration offer my prayers to the Lords to bless them
in the respective fields of human endavour.

                                                                                                      Chairman
                                                                                    Padma Group of Hospitals

Dr. B.N.

 Patnaik
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'Ne w Delhi  Indian top order batsman Deepak 
Hooda won the player of the series award 
after his two stunning performances with the 
bat. The Lucknow Super Giants batter, who 
has been in stunning form was asked to open 
the bat in the first game in place of Ruturaj 
Gaikwad and turned up with a stroke-filled 
47 off 29 balls in a rain-marred game. The 
batter did not stop there and hit a 
magnificent 104 off just 57 balls in his 
second outing and had a record-breaking 
176-run stand with Sanju Samson.peaking at 
the press conference after the series, Hooda 
revealed that he had not opened at any level 
before this, but once an opportunity is given, 
it is foolish to say no.“Leave international, I 
have never opened in my life. (Chuckles) 
But yes, being a top order batsman, you have 
to take on the challenges that you are 
presented with, you have to cope up with 

going ahead of himself. One has to live in the short balls. When you go to Australia, or you them. You do not have an option, and if you 
moment and if your process and ethics are play very good competitive cricket, that’s do not have an option then why don’t you go 
right, you will do well.”Indian team under where they bowl at you.”India would now be out there like a warrior. 
the tutelage of Rahul Dravid is yet to finalise moving to England to play a white-ball tour That’s how I think. I was ready for that and 
the squad for the T20 World Cup and after the rescheduled Test match. Dravid has things were working my way. I am happy 
Hooda’s knock and his ability to access all said before that he would like to finalise the about that.”Asked about if he was elated 
parts of the ground provides a lot of 18-20 people for the ICC tournament in after his outings, Hooda said that it was 
flexibility to the batting unit.Asked about his Australia soon and the England tour would important to remain grounded.“I have 
approach against the short balls, Hooda be a litmus test for many players in the learned lately that a player should not be 
revealed that he loves to take them on.“I like Indian squad.

New Delhi 

the heart of a modern approach, 
which was considered to be data 
heavy, something very different 
from the ideas of English cricket at 
the time.

“I’m very happy with my decision. 
The day it hit me I was emotional, it 
was a difficult day, but since then 
I’ve been very content. I’d reached 
the end of the road.The World Cup is 
in October and the feeling that day, it 
felt a million miles away.”

Eoin Morgan will now join Sky’s 
commentary team and going 

international career till the T20 World Cup, forward wants to work in an administrative 
because it would have been everything position in English cricket.I don’t spend a 
against what he had stood for.“It goes 

lot of time in the boardroom, so I don’t know 
England captain Eoin Morgan against everything I stand for, I just would 

how that would work, but I’m doing a decided to hang up his boots on Tuesday, 29 have felt like an imposter,” he said, when 
course at the moment to allow me to sit on a June. The World Cup-winning captain, who asked about an England farewell  
board at some stage,” he said.also led the team to the final of 2016 T20 appearance.Morgan’s retirement news was 

A veteran of 248 ODI internationals, Morgan World Cup in India stated that it was time met with love and respect across English 
scored 7701 runs at an average of 39. He hit for him to move on.Morgan, who has been cricketing circles, who have held him in 

woefully out of touch for close to two years high regard since the 2015 debacle in the 14 centuries and 47 fifties. He was also a 
now said that he chose not to extend his ODI World Cup in Australia.Morgan was at part of 115 T20Is and 16 Test matches.

Felt a million miles away: England's Eoin Morgan on 
deciding to retire ahead of the T20 WC in Australia Indian batter Deepak Hooda became the 

fourth centurion for India in the T20 
format, after his breathtaking 104 off 57 
balls against Ireland at Malahide on 
Tuesday, 28 June. Hooda’s ability to 
access all parts of the ground without 
losing his shape awed the fans in the 
packed stadium in Ireland as India made 
merry and put up 225 runs in 20 overs, 
largely due to the partnership between 
Hooda and Sanju Samson.

With the T20 World Cup approaching in 
Australia later this year, and the initial 
India squad yet to be finalised, fans 
flocked to their social media to express 

their support for the Lucknow Super 
Giants batter who has been in stunning 
form since April 2022.

Hooda was awarded with a spot in the 
Indian side after his brilliant form in the 
IPL, a tournament where he was solely 
responsible for acceleration in the 
middle overs for LSG. The Rohtak born 
repaid the faith of the selectors, hitting a 
stroke filled 47 off 29 balls in the first 
match and then turning up with a 
century in the second one.

The player had the likes of Aakash Chopra 
and Sanjay Manjrekar in awe, who took 
to Twitter to express their support to the 
player.“Deepak Hooda owned this 
series. Totally. And he happens to be the 
man who’s not got enough chancesbut 
how do you accommodate him when the 
senior guys are back? Run-up to the 
World Cup is going to be really 
entertaining,” wrote Chopra.What a 
phenomenal rise it’s been for Deepak 
Hooda! Unique way of creating 
opportunities for big hitting. Steps out at 
the last second to surprise the seam 
bowlers.Ends up hitting boundaries off 
g o o d  b a l l s  b o w l e d  i n  t h e  
stumps.Nightmare for bowlers,” 
Manjrekar expressed.India have tough 
competition in the batting order going 
into the World Cup and it will be made 
further difficult if the squad, especially 
its senior members, remain fully fit. 
With the likes of Rohit Sharma, KL 
Rahul and Virat Kohli occupying the top 
three positions, it will be interesting to 
watch that how the Indian team manages 
to make its selection calls for the T20 
World Cup.

really help that much. It's pure, clean tennis. I 'New Delhi  Greek international, and the 
haven't had the privilege of starting fourth seed in the prestigious Wimbledon 
Wimbledon with a title before the week tournament, Stefanos Tsitsipas advanced to 
before. That gives me a lot of confidence on the second round of the competition, beating 
having a strong start this year. Points or no 188th ranked Alexander Ritschard on 
points, I approach it, I try and approach it the Tuesday evening, June 28.Tsitsipas, who 
same way. I'm playing for just the idea that comes fresh from his win at Mallorca against 
Wimbledon has to offer," the 23-year-old Roberto Bautista Agut, was given a scare in 
said.“Yeah, it made me kind of fall in love the first round of the grass court competition 
more with the surface. I like playing on grass. when Ritschard got a big lead in the first set. 
Having tournament wins on surfaces elevates As the memories of first round exits loomed smoothly, however, he lost the third set of the 
you, puts you in a better mood, as well. It is fresh in the minds of the Tennis fans, game 5-7. However, the crucial break did not 
very good for your self-esteem, and that's Tsitsipas just about did enough to eke out a do the 28-year-old any good, as Tsitsipas 
how I have been feeling. It's important to feel result, winning the match 7-6(1) 6-3 5-7 6- marched into the second set with ease, 
that way, especially when you are competing 4.The first few minutes of the match had w i n n i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  s e t  6 - 4  
at the highest level of tennis. You know, Tsitsipas wildly gesturing to himself, unable comfortably.Speaking after the game, the 
winning titles can really boost your to figure out his opponent, who had taken a 4- Greek said that he came into the competition 
confidence and help you capture bigger titles 1 lead. with a lot of confidence and was loving the 
later on in your career. You've got to start However, the pep talk seemed to have done the surface.“Well, it definitely helps having a 
small. You don't go big straightaway unless, I trick and the Greek international tore through victory before a big event like this. Grass 
don't know, unless we take girls as an his Swiss challenge to pick the first set 7-6. court here is completely different. It's 
example, they seem to be doing that As the game went through, it looked like the perfect. You never get misbounces, which 
straightaway.fourth seed was going to get this done sometimes can help and sometimes doesn't 

year, went through every emotion former world number one LONDON: Seven-time champion Serena 
in three hours and 11 minutes of Williams.Williams suffered a second straight 
drama and put her fans through the Wimbledon first-round exit as she was But right from the start it was clear 
wringer too.But in the end, a lack of stunned by French debutant Harmony Tan that statistics and reputations 
match sharpness proved too much in a late-night Centre Court epic on could be ignored.A succession of 
as another quest for a 24th Grand Tuesday.A year after the American retired wild errors off the Williams racket 
Slam title hit the buffers and the injured from what many feared would be handed Tan a 2-0 lead before she 
question is will she ever get another her last Wimbledon match, her return had found some rhythm to move 4-2 
chance.Tan, who had only ever been eagerly anticipated but 115th-ranked ahead. But Tan, whose subtle 
won two Grand Slam main draw Tan ripped up the script with a nerve- game belongs to a bygone era, 
matches compared to the 98 won at shredding 7-5 1-6 7-6(7) win.With the showed great court craft and broke 
Wimbledon alone by Williams, Centre Court roof closed for the final two the mighty Williams serve twice in 
could hardly believe what she had sets and the time approaching the 11pm succession on her way to 
done after clinching by far the Wimbledon curfew, Tan had one match snatching the opener.Williams 
biggest victory of her modest point snatched away when the 40-year-old broke serve after a lung-bustin 19-easier to accept than last year.
career."I'm so emotional now. Serena is a Williams served at 5-6 in a rollercoaster minute game early in the second set that had "It was definitely a very long battle and fight 
superstar and when I was young I was deciding set.But Tan, who had never played both players gasping and then saved four and it's definitely better than last year. That's 
watching her so many times on the TV," the a Wimbledon main draw match before let break points in the next game before rolling a start," Williams told reporters. "I think 
24-year-old said on court. "For my first alone against one of the game's greats on a through the rest of the set as Tan faded.physically I did pretty good. I think the last 
Wimbledon, it's wow. Just wow."When I fever-pitch showcourt, was not done. Leading 3-1 in the decider Williams seemed couple of points I was really suffering 
saw the draw I was really scared. Because Sticking to the slice and slow ball shots that in control but it was an illusion as Tan struck there."Asked if she would be back at 
it's Serena Williams, she's a legend. I had flummoxed Williams throughout an a beautiful backhand winner to break back Wimbledon, Williams was coy.
thought if I could win one or two games it absorbing duel, she clawed her way into a 9- for 3-3.Roared on by the crowd, Williams Despite wildcard Williams's notional ranking 
was really good for me."7 lead before sealing victory as Williams broke again at 4-4 and celebrated wildly as of 1,204, on paper the match looked like a 

While defeat, which by ranking of opponent netted a forehand.Williams, who had not if she had won the title, but again Tan mis-match.The 24-year-old Tan had only 
was the worst of her Wimbledon career, was played a singles match since retiring hurt showed true grit and broke back with chalked up nine Tour wins in her career and 
a bitter pill to swallow, Williams said it was against Aliaksandra Sasnovich here last another stunning backhand.none on grass compared to the 832 for 

It’s pure, clean tennis: Fourth Seed Stefanos 
Tsitsipas breaks first round hoodo at Wimbledon

New Delhi Former India batter VVS Laxman, 
o oversaw India's T20I series in the head 
coach role in Ireland, heaped praise on the 
Irish team, saying the fight shown by the 
hosts in the series, especially in the series 
finale in Dublin on Tuesday, June 28 
impressed him.

Laxman said it's exciting to see young talents 
coming to the fore in Ireland cricket after 
Andie Balbrinie's men gave India a stiff test 
in the 2nd T20I in which 446 runs were 
scored in 40 overs.Chasing a steep target of 
226, Ireland nearly got past the finish line as 
they finished just 4 runs short of India's total 
after a last-over thriller at the Malahide 
Cricket Club in Dublin on Tuesday. Captain 
Balbrinie hit a 37-ball 60 after opener Paul 
Stirling smashed 40 from just 18 balls.

Ireland were 142 for 4 in just the 14th over 
when 22-year-old Harry Tector, who had 
smashed an impressive fifty in the first T20I, 
joined hands with George Dockrell. The duo 
went on a six-hitting spree as there were a 
few nervous moments for the Indian camp in 
Dublin.While Tector hit a 28-ball 39, 
Dockrell led the fight at the death for Ireland, 
hitting 3 sixes and as many boundaries in his 
16-ball 34 before lower-order batter Mark 
Adair hit 12-ball 23 not out. However, with 
Umran Malik successfully defending 17 
runs in the final over, India completed a 2-0 
sweep of the series.Laxman, who heads the 
National Cricket Academy, travelled with 
the Indian T20I squad to fill in for Rahul 
Dravid, who is overseeing India's 
preparations for the rescheduled 5th Test 
against England, starting July 1 in 
Birmingham.Notably, India's win on 
Tuesday was set up Deepak Hooda, who hit 
his maiden T20I hundred and Sanju Samson, 
who shone on his comeback, hitting a 
quickfire 77 as India posted 225 on the 
board.

This was Alexander 

Ritschard’s first ever 

tour level match
The Swiss international 

bothered Stefanos 

Tsitsipas throughout the 

game
Tsitsipas predicted that 

the world will be seeing 

a lot more of the 28-

year-old

Wimbledon: Serena Williams stunned 
by Harmony Tan in first round

I had never opened in my life: Deepak Hooda explains 
‘warrior’ mentality behind success with Indian team

Kuala Lumpur  India's PV Sindhu got off to a 
winning start at the Malaysia Open Super 
750 tournament in Kuala Lumpur on 
Tuesday but veteran star Saina Nehwal was 
knocked out in the opening round.

Sindhu came through a tricky test against 
Thailand's Pornpawee Chochuwong in 
straight games. Sindhu looked sharp and 
switched on as she outclassed the World No. 
10 shuttler 21-13, 21-17 to book her place in 
the second round.Notably, Sindhu, seeded 
7th at the Malaysia Open, put behind the 
disappointmen4t of the opening-round loss 
at Indonesia Open from earlier this month to 
come up with a dominant display. Sindhu 
will next face another Thailand shuttler in 
Pitthiaporn Chaiwan in the second round and 
faces a potential quarter-final meeting 
against her nemesis Tai Tzu Ying.

SAINA EXITS, PARUPALLI PROGRESSES
Meanwhile, London Olympics bronze 

medallist Saina went down fighting against 
American Iris Wang, ranked 33rd in the 
world, 11-21 17-21 in 37 minutes.

It's been a series of disappointments for Saina, 
who has been hampered by fitness issues. 
The former World No. 1 has not managed to 
go past the second round in any of the 
tournaments she has played in 2022.

Meanwhile, veteran shuttler Parupalli 
Kashyap also progressed to the 2nd round in 
the men's singles field after beating Heo 
Kwang Hee of South Korea 21-12, 21-7.

On the other hand, B Sumeeth Reddy and 
Ashwini Ponnappa, who will be leading 
India's charge at the Commonwealth Games, 
also couldn't get past world number 21 
pairing of Robin Tabeling and Selena Piek of 
the Netherlands, losing 15-21, 21-19, 17-
21.Earlier on Tuesday, India's HS Prannoy 
progressed to the second round in men's 
singles after overcoming a stiff challenge 
from Malaysia's Daren Liew. However, Sai 
Praneeth and Sameer Verma were shown the 
door in the opening round.

Malaysia Open 2022: PV Sindhu 
gets off to a winning start, Saina 
Nehwal knocked out early

New Delhi Indian opener Sanju Samson 
smashed 77 off 42 balls against Ireland in the 
second T20I against Ireland in Malahide on 
Tuesday, 28 June. Samson, alongside 
Deepak Hooda, shared the largest T20I stand 
for India, putting 176 runs between them, 
beating the earlier best of Rohit Sharma and 
KL Rahul of 165 runs against Sri Lanka in 
2017.

Touted to do great things when he debuted in 
2015, Samson’s career has been hit and miss 
for India. He has never quite been able to put 
strong performances on a consistent basis, 
which ended up translating into just 14 
outings in the T20I format in the last seven 
years.However, that did not stop the crowd 
from giving Samson a loud cheer when 
captain Hardik Pandya announced his name 
at the toss, and the Rajasthan Royals captain 
paid back the trust with an exhilarating 77 off 
42. In an innings where he played the second 
fiddle to Deepak Hooda’s 104 off 57, 
Samson hit nine boundaries and four sixes. 
He was outfoxed by Mark Aidar with a 
slower yorker which finished his outing in 
the second ball of the 17th over.Over the 
years, Samson has course corrected himself 
from a batter with supreme talent, to a mature 
team player with the ability to play mind 
boggling shots. He has been on the money 
with his batting at the Rajasthan Royals, a 
form he brought into the national side.

Run up to T20 WC will be entertaining: 

Deepak Hooda’s magical form keeps 

selectors on the edge of  their seats

England’s World Cup 
winning captain, 
someone who is well 
regarded for changing 
the culture of white-ball 
cricket in the country, 
Eoin Morgan decided to 
call time on his career.

Ireland vs India: VVS Laxman 

impressed with Irish fight in 

last-over thriller in 2nd T20I

Been a long time coming: Fans 

elated after Sanju Samson 

scores his maiden T20I half-

century for India
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